
EDWARD PEGRAM3 (Daniel2, George') was for a long time considered to be the progenitor
of the Pegram family in this country, or at least in Virginia. This traditional but erroneous published
account was introduced in the preface of this book, in order to set the record straight before discussing
the history of the family. It will not be repeated here .

When Daniel Pegram°and his wife Nancy Hardaway moved to North Carolina, they carried with
them the family Bible, (19,152) . In it they had recorded the birthdates ofhis mother andfather, Edward
Pegram 3 and Mary Scott Baker, and the birth dates of all of their children . Additionally, the marriage
date ofNancy's parents, Thomas Hardaway Jr. and Agnes Thweatt, was recorded, along with the birth
dates of all of their children . These records have been widely distributed and published (6) . The
whereabouts ofthe original Daniel Pegram Bible is notknown, but the information was recorded in the
family Bible of Daniel Theodore Pegram, Edward's3 great grandson, and that Bible is extant.

The foregoing records were made available by Mrs. Frances Pegram Weaver ofRed Springs, North
Carolina, who is the granddaughter of Daniel Theodore Pegram. Before her death, Mrs. C.A.
Matthews, sister of Mrs. Weaver, was in possession ofthe original Theodore Pegram records . They are
now (1980) in the possession of Mrs. Weaver's daughter, Mrs. Elizabeth Hope W. Sardeson .

The following is a reproduction ofthe portion of the records from Daniel Theodore Pegram's bible
showing birth dates of Edward Pegram3 , his wife Mary Scott Baker, and their children .

X VV .

	

_

X6

	

A%~J .

EDWARD PEGRAM3

29



Edward Pegram was born in York County, Virginia in 1722, the son ofDaniel2 and Sarah Pegram.
He died in 1795. He was undoubtedly buried in the Dinwiddie County locale, most likely on the
grounds of the plantation where he died .

Edward was the third generation of Pegrams in Virginia, and his descendants are rather well
cataloguedtothe present day. Actually to have been the ancestor ofso many well knownpeople, there is
surprisingly little information on Edward himself. This is partly because of the destruction of official
records as will be discussed later. Edward, like his brothers and sisters, was quite young when his
parents died . He was only four years of age when his father died, and his mother died a year later.

The first record found of Edward Pegram was in his father's will in 1726. He was also namedas an
heir in the will ofhis mother in 1727 . The next record is that ofhis apprenticeship, in the Charles City
County records of 17 April 1737, as follows:

The court approves that Edward Pegram should be bound to Matthew Harfield to learn the trade of
a bricklayer and that he be bound according as the law directs (6).

The Charles City Order Book shows a record of August 1737 that "Edward Pegram, a youth
resident in the county." No mention is made ofhim being an apprentice, although he wasindentured the
previous April. Edward apparently did not complete the usual apprenticeship, since he married Mary
Scott Bakerby 1741, The Bristol Parish records show that Edward and Mary's son William was born
18 June 1742, and baptised 4 July of the same year (33).

The following is quoted from a letter of 16 February 1892 from Judge WILLIAM E. CLARK', a
great grandson of Edward' and Mary Scott Baker. It is one of these handed down stories without
authentic confirmation, but is included as a matter of record . As with several prior Pegram family
reports, he stated that Edward came to America with the Governor of Virginia as Surveyor of the
Colony, which we now know is incorrect . He states :

After reaching Virginia, Pegram metand fell in love with and addressed, Mary, daughterofDaniel
Baker, and she accepted him; upon being informed of this Baker and his two sons scorned the
engagement and forbade the marriage on the grounds that Pegram was socially beneath them, and so
informed Pegram in the presence of Mary. But Pegram was physically and mentally strong, with
undaunted courage, was not disposed to yield to their whims and turning to Mary asked her if she was
willing to marryhim in spite of her family opposition, she replied in the affirmative . He then told herin
their presence that he would call for her on a designated day and take her from the house and marry
her, and defied them to resist. On the day appointedhe appeared and took her from the house, mounted
her upon his horse, behind him, rode to a Parson, and were married . Being a surveyor he became
familiar with rich lands and secured large tracts for himself. He prospered, and soon became awealthy
and influential member of the colony . The Bakers relented and sought reconciliation, which Pegram
was too proud to accept, and he never recognized them . However his wife's influence secured the
name Baker for one of her sons, and the name Baker appears in every family of Pegrams where there
are sons to this day. So you see what a brave old man and aspunky old woman, were the founders of
the name and family of Pegrams in this country. (As pointed out Edward' was not the Progenitor,
SWS)
My great grandfather Edward was an intelligent man and must have known his ancestors . My

mother was a favorite grandchild, and spent much of her girlhood with him, and learned the history
from him which I furnish to you, and believe it to be reliable .

The attitude of the Bakers would not be surprising, since Edward Pegram was apprenticed as a
brickmason in 1737, and must havejust completed his indenture, ifin fact he had, prior to his marriage
in 1741 . Anyway, it's a good story.

On 22 November 1753, the following record was noted:

A petition of Edward Pegram, in the County of Dinwiddie setting forth, "That sometime in the
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year 1748, the Petitioner in taking up a runaway negro, was obliged to give him several blows,
sometimes after which he died; thatJohn Jones, Gent., to whom the said negro belonged, brought suit
against the petitioner, and obtained a judgement against him for 40 pounds and praying relief, was
offered to house: and the question being put, that the said Petition be received, Resolved in the
negative" (6).

In 1762 Edward made various seizures belonging to the friends of Whijanock(Quakers) meeting in
Dinwiddie County (49) . From this one might surmise that Edward was some sort of law officer.

On 28 October 1776 the Methodist of Virginia had sent the following memorial to the General
Convention of Virginia assembled at Williamsburg :

The people commonly called Methodist humbly showeth that your petitioners being informed the
disenters (Dissenters) are preparing to lay a petition before your House for Abolishing the present
Establishment of the Church, andWhereas it may be that we also come under the Denomination of
Disenters & Desire the same thing. - We beg leave to set forth that we are not Disenters, but a
Religious Society in Common with the Church of England,- that we do all in our power to strengthen
and support the said Church - and as we conceive that very badconsequences would arise from the
abolishment ofthe establishment -We therefore pray that as the Church ofEngland ever hath been,
so it may continue to be established. Signed in behalf of the whole Body of the people Commonly
called Methodist in Virginia, consisting of near if not altogether three thousand members.

George Shadford (50)

When in 1780 Francis Asbury - whom John Wesley had appointed with John Coke as
coordinate to be Superintendent "over our brethren in America" - traveled through Dinwiddie
County, the Methodist were still considered members of the Anglican Church, though they were
looked upon with disfavor by many of the conservative clergy. Entertained on September 9 at the
home ofEDWARDPEGRAM, where he spoke to about 70 people, Asbury wrote in his diary that he
"was under great dejection: and spoke with very little life ." Sunday he addressed 400 people at
Bushnell's Chapel . The following Tuesday Dinwiddie friends presented the preacher a dress of rough
Virginia material of which slave's garments were made. Asbury wrote in his diary that the gift was
welcome, "as my dress approached raggedness ." Deveraux Jarrett - still Rector of Bath Parish,
though in disrepute among his brethren because of his too hospitable treatment of a society that was
beginning to appear dangerous - gladly received the visitor. "I had some close talk with Mr. Jarrett",
Asbury recorded. "He seemed willing to help what he can and to come to the conference ." (50).

It would appear from the foregoing that Edward Pegram, who allowed the Methodistrepresentative
of John Wesley to hold a meeting at his home, was somewhat in sympathy with the then unpopular
Methodist religion . It must have hadsome effect, since many ofthe Pegrams, down to the present day,
are Methodists, though many are Presbyterians and Episcopalians .

There is no available information to allow an absolute determination as to whether the home of
Edward Pegram, whereAsbury visited, was that ofEdward' or that ofhis sonEdward' . It appears more
likely that the meetingwasheld at thehome ofEdward' . He wouldhave been 5 8 years of age at the time,
andEdward' wouldhave been 34. Edward4, was in Petersburg Town in 1781, and most likely 1780 . At
the time however, Petersburg was in Dinwiddie County.

There can no doubt that Mr. Asbury was successful in establishing the Methodist Religion in this
country. This is exemplified, not only by the large number ofMethodist members that exist today, but
by the number of "Asbury Methodist Churches." John Coke, Asbury's coworker, has also been
honored by a number of "Cokesbury Methodist Churches."

Edward Pegram and E . Pegram, as well as Baker, George andDaniel, along with 25 other citizens
ofPetersburg and vicinity, signed a petition to HisExcellency the Governor, in September 178 1 . It was
a petition of citizens adverse to the views of those who desire the enforcement of an act prohibiting
immigration of certain persons . . . (51) . Edward Pegram and E. Pegram were undoubtedly Edward'
and his sonEdward' . Therewasno other Edward Pegram ofrecord, or for that matter an E. Pegram, old
enough to sign such a petition .
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Land records of Dinwiddie County show that Edward Pegram paid taxes on land in the 1787-1794
period, and his estate was taxed in 1796, including some ofthe same land that he paid taxes on earlier.
Edward Pegram3 died in 1795, and this is undoubtedly his tax record . Edward° paid taxes on land
during and after this period, and his tax record is easily identified.

The following records concerning Edward Pegram are of interest . There is no proof that they could
not refer to Edwad4, but, since Edward 3 did not die until 1795, since no reference is made to Edward
being a Junior, and since Edward4 was in the Revolutionary War and was referred to as Captain, in
other instances, it appears most likely that Edward3 was the person involved .

Public Service Claim, Dinwiddie County Court Booklet; (Payment of services to the Continental
Army or Militia).

At a court continued and held at the Courthouse ofDinwiddie County on Saturday the 20th ofApril
1782, for the adjust . of public claims .

Present - John Jones, Thomas Scott, John Jones Esq., and Duncan Rose, Gents .

(English money)
To John Pegram One cow 375 #

	

4-13-9
To Edward Pegram, Gent . for one beef 225 #

	

2-16-3
To Edward Pegram, Gent., for pasture and feeding of beeves as per

cert. of depeat? 100 for

	

10-19-9
At a court continued etc. on 6th day of May 1782 . To Edward Pegram,

Gent . six bushels corn meal .

	

0-15-0

It would be ofconsiderable interest to know more about the life of Edward Pegram3 . In 1737 he was
apprenticed to Matthew Harfield . He was married probably in 1741, judging from the birth of his son
William in June 1742 . During the next few decades he became a gentleman ofwealth and stature . He
was said to have been an officer in the Virginia Militia. His nephew is quoted by his son George
Washington Pegram5 to have said thathe was a General (18) ; but this has not been confirmed, and may
not be true . Edward and Mary Scott Baker reared a large family, apparently all ofthem successful, and
some prominent. How did Edward accomplish this? What was the source of his and his family's large
land holdings, general affluence and social status? A fire in 1835 destroyed most ofthe records at the
Dinwiddie Courthouse, and Sheridan's Army completed the task . The court order book for 1789 is
extant, as well as two surveyor's platt books, showing land surveyed by George and Daniel Pegram in
1810 . Patent books in the State Archives Division of the Virginia State Library, in Richmond, are
rather complete for Dinwiddie County . The Federal Army of the Potomac destroyed the records in
Charles City and Prince George Counties (40) . According to Henry Pegram (6) all eighteenth century
records of Prince George County were destroyed except for the years 1713-1728, 1759-1760, 1787-
1792 and 1794-1824, and possibly a package of old wills . If the records of Prince George and
Dinwiddie Counties were extant, we would know much more about Edward Pegram3 .

Prince George County Deed Book, 1787-1792, page 7, concerns the estate of Robert Boyd,
deceased, in account with Charles Duncan, Executor, 1779 through 1786 . Among the many names
mentioned was that of Edward Pegram. This was some 24 years after the formation of Dinwiddie
County from Prince George . Mention of Edward does not indicate that he was a resident of Prince
George County at the time . Conversely, records indicate his presence in Dinwiddie County. County
lines could possibly have been changed more than once . There is also a possibility that Edward4 , son of
Edward' and Mary Scott Baker, could have been the individual mentioned, but there is no indication
that he lived in Prince George . (In fact he was known to have lived in Dinwiddie .)

Edward's wife, Mary Scott Baker, was the daughter of Colonel Daniel Baker, of whom little is
known. Mary Scott Baker's mother was the daughter of Sir Foliad Griffith . She was said to have been
disinherited for marrying a commoner (41, 52, 53) . After Col . Baker's death his widow married Patrick
Oglesby of New York. They had a daughter, Elizabeth, who married William Andrews in New York .
William and Elizabeth had a number of children, among them Benjamin, who married Jane Wilkins,



and who owned land adjoining that ofMajor Edward Pegram5 in Dinwiddie County in 1813 (41 ) . They
had a son, Wilkins Andrews, who married SUSAN MANSON PEGRAM5 (105), daughter ofBaker
Pegram4, and granddaughter of Edward Pegram3 and Mary Scott Baker. They were married by the
Reverend Peter Wynn on 14 December 1805, thus going full circle, back to the Pegrams of Dinwiddie .
Benjamin Andrews and Jane Wilkins had other children as follows (151):

Patrick M., m. Mary Stainback.
Baker, m. MARY PEGRAM5 ; daughter of Baker Pegram4 and Mary Manson .
Benjamin William, m. ELIZABETH EPPES PEGRAM; daughter of Dr. John C. Pegram6 .
Elizabeth Oglesby, m. Robert Andrews.
Nancy, m. Littlebery Andrews.
Parmelia, m.

	

Gilliam .

Mary Scott Baker's mother, after the death of Col . Baker and her marriage to Mr. Oglesby, thus
started a whole new generation that returned from New York to Dinwiddie County, Virginia . A number
of them married into the Pegram family, as did her daughter, Mary Scott Baker.

One wonders about the name Scott in Mary Scott Baker. There were Scott families in Dinwiddie
County and they were closely associated, and intermarried with the Pegrams, but what was their
relationship to the Bakers, if any?

James Scott arrived in Dinwiddie County in 1746, and was said to have married a sister of Edward
Pegram3 (41) . Mary Scott Baker, born in 1723, would not have been a descendant ofthis family. There
was another Scott family in Dinwiddie, Thomas Scott had a patent on 770 acres ofland before James
Scott came to Dinwiddie . Nothing is known of Thomas or his descendants . The close Pegram
association was with the James Scott branch . There was no indication that the James and Thomas
factions of the Scotts were related, although they might well have been .

Edward Pegram3 and Mary Scott Baker had the following children :

WILLIAM°, b. 18 June 1742 ; m. Elizabeth

	

; d. 1782 .
MARY, b. 6 March 1744 .
EDWARD, b. 13 Jan . 1746 ; m . 1 . Mary Lyle ; 2 . Ann Harper Parham ; d . 30 March 1816 .
JOHN, b. 20 Dec . 1748 ; m. Martha Sturdivant; d . 1814 .
ELIZABETH, b . 24 Aug. 1750 ; m. John Peter Woodward or Samuel Scott.
SALLIE, b. 12 June 1853 ; m. Daniel Eppes .
GEORGE, b. 29 Aug. 1755 ; m. Elizabeth Williamson.
BAKER, b. 27 Jan . 1758 ; m. Mary Manson; d . 14 Oct. 1830.
DANIEL, died young.
ANN, b. 4 July 1762 ; m. Thomas Manson .
DANIEL, b. 30 March 1767 ; m. Nancy Hardaway; d . 13 Nov. 1815 .

Each of the above will be presented sequentially .
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